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QUESTFUL RE  
MANAGING THE RIGHT OF WITHDRAWAL 

The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents (or pupils 
themselves if they are aged 18 or over), and it should be made clear whether it is from 
the whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given. 
 
Statutory guidance allows a parent to withdraw their child from a specific activity, such 
as a visit to a place of worship, and not to withdraw the child from the remainder of 
their RE. Parents have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from 
RE without influence from the school, although a school should ensure that parents or 
carers are informed of this right and are aware of the educational objectives and 
content of the RE syllabus. In this way, parents can make an informed decision. 
 
If pupils are withdrawn from RE, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not to 
provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Pupils will usually remain on school 
premises. Where a pupil has been withdrawn, the law provides for alternative 
arrangements to be made for RE of the kind the parent wants the pupil to receive. This 
RE could be provided at the school in question, or the pupil could be sent to another 
school where suitable RE is provided, if this is reasonably convenient. If neither 
approach is practicable, outside arrangements can be made to provide the pupil with 
the kind of RE that the parent wants, and the pupil may be withdrawn from school for a 
reasonable period of time to allow them to attend this external RE. Outside 
arrangements for RE are allowed as long as the LA is satisfied that any interference with 
the pupil’s attendance at school resulting from the withdrawal will affect only the start 
or end of a school session.  
(Non-statutory Guidance 2010) 


