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Loss, Death and Christian Hope

	Is death an ending or a beginning?

	Year 5 

	The aim of this unit is to:

	· give children an opportunity to ask questions, and discuss feelings about loss, death and heaven.
· give children an opportunity to express their ideas and perceptions of loss, death, heaven and eternal life.
· give pupils time to think about and respond to the key questions in a safe, loving environment.
· develop the children’s understanding of Christian hope and the promise of eternal life with God.
· develop pupil’s understanding and knowledge of how people of faith mark the end of life.
· develop pupil’s understanding of Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist beliefs about death and life after death.
· develop understanding of Humanist beliefs about death.


	Christian Concepts
	Christian Values
	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Personal Knowledge
	Key Skills
	Vocabulary
	Key Questions
	Links to World Faiths

	God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – Gospel – Salvation – Kingdom of God
	Wisdom, Faith, Truth
	Know that 

Christians believe that through the death and resurrection of Jesus they have the promise of living forever with God (eternal life). 
Christians believe that when you die your spirit goes to be with God in heaven. 
Muslims believe that on the last day/the day of judgment the dead will either go to paradise or hell. 
Hindus and Buddhists believe there is a cycle of life and death, samsara. The spirit of a person is reincarnated and they return to earth until moksha/nirvana (enlightenment) is attained.
 there are similarities and differences between the funeral traditions in each world faith.
	make links between what the Bible says about death and heaven and Christian beliefs.
 identify Christian beliefs about God and heaven found in prayers and worship songs. 
 give their own opinion about what happens when you die. 
talk about what they think heaven is and what heaven will be like. 
show understanding of the similarities and differences between world faiths on the subject of death and heaven. 
 use appropriate religious vocabulary to show understanding about Christian beliefs about eternal life and heaven. 
use appropriate religious vocabulary to show understanding about Muslim beliefs about eternal life and heaven. 
 talk about what the Bible says and Christians believe heaven will be like. 
 talk with understanding using appropriate religious vocabulary, about the beliefs of people of faith on the subject of death and heaven.
 talk about Hindu and Buddhist belief in reincarnation. 
describe funeral practices in the religious traditions they have explored
	Time to talk about this sensitive subject, then reflect and respond in a positive safe environment.
To discuss questions and ideas about heaven.
 
	Interpret Empathise Reflect 
	Life, death, heaven, eternal life, funeral, reincarnation and hope
	What is death?
What does it mean when something or someone dies?
Is death an ending or a beginning?
What happens when we die? Where do we go?
Where is heaven?
What is heaven like?
 
	How do people of world faiths mark the end of life?
Buddhism Hinduism Islam
Humanism
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