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What are your top 3 reasons for coming to 
school?  

I think learning is important • I can eat breakfast 
or lunch at school • My parent/carer encourages 

me to attend • My friends encourage me to        
attend • Coming to school helps me stay out of 
trouble • My classes are interesting • I want to 
participate in after-school or extra-curricular   
activities • My school is a safe place • Other  

 

 
What do you really like at school/What makes 

you attend?  

What do you dislike at school/makes you not 
want to come? 

 

 When you miss a day (or days) of school, what are 
the top 3 reasons?  

• I cannot wake up in time • I have difficulty getting to 
or from school • I don’t care about getting good 

grades • I don’t understand the school work • I have to 
care for a brother/sister or family member • I have a 

job • I have a doctor or dentist appointment • I am 
sick • Someone else in my family is unwell • I am      

concerned about my safety at school • I am concerned 
about my safety on the way to and from school • I am 

suspended • Other (option to add response)  

 

What are some reasons why you might be late 
to school?  

*Alarm didn't go off *wait for a taxi *I take too 
long to get ready *I get ready by myself *walking 
too far from school *staying with someone else 

Which of the following do you think would be 
the most helpful for getting students to school 

on time?  

Is there anything 
else you would like to 

tell us about        
attendance? 



 

What reasons might you stay off school for?  

Major illness / hospitalisation 

Minor illness (e.g. runny nose, sore throat etc) 

Anxiety - bullying / friendship issues 

Anxiety - poor relations with staff 

Anxiety - work too difficult 

Anxiety - not school related 

Family issues 

Need to care for someone 

Special occasion (e.g. birthday) 

Family holiday 

Non-Uniform day 

Last day of term 

Poor weather (not school closure) 

Day when special trips are on 

How are you feeling? 


