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Living Streets 

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking.  

We want to create a walking nation, free from congested roads and pollution, reducing 

the risk of preventable illness and social isolation and making walking the natural choice. 

We believe that a walking nation means progress for everyone. 

Our ambition is to get people of all generations to enjoy the benefits that this simple act 

brings and to ensure all our streets are fit for walking/wheeling.  
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1 Executive Summary  
Living Streets was commissioned by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council to conduct 

a School Route Audit with Longshaw Community Junior School. The issues identified 

through the collaboration with the local school community can complement the ambitions 

of the Local Authority and help them to secure funding for street safety improvements.  

A School Route Audit (SRA) engages pupils, staff and parents in assessing the walking 

environment around a school. It focuses on the experiences of those who use or could 

use the routes, not just those who manage them. SRAs identify barriers to walking and 

their impacts, and recommends improvements to make routes safer and more accessible.  

Pedestrians include people of all mobility levels, including those using mobility aids. 

The SRA took place on Wednesday 18th June 2025 at 9:30 am. The audit group 
comprised two Living Streets’ staff members and 12 further attendees - 8 pupils, the 
deputy head, a parent/local resident, a road safety council officer and a local ward 
councillor.  
 
Prior to setting out on the SRA, a briefing was held at the school to introduce all attendees 
to the current, ongoing work the school was delivering with Living Streets to encourage 
active travel. The briefing also provided a summary of the findings of the pre-audit 
parental survey, along with a background to the purpose and process of the SRA, and an 
arena for attendees to raise initial thoughts and concerns. At this briefing, Headteacher Mr 
Jonathan Berry reiterated the pressing concern and need for the installation of a safe 
pedestrian crossing point across Park Lee Rd 
 
The audit group walked the route and discussed issues that impact walking and 

wheeling. Living Streets has made recommendations to address the issues and impacts 

identified. The issues are mapped here. These issues are also listed alongside the 

impacts and the recommendations in the accompanying table. 

Living Streets thanks all participants for their valuable time and contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1NQYMu1k7i9DEfoZ9j2KaaNlKUiUGyjc&usp=sharing
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Map of Audit Area 

Image (A)

Imagery © 2025 Airbus, Infoterra Ltd & Bluesky, Maxar Technologies, map data © 2025 

 

Background and Area Context 

Longshaw Community Junior School joined Living Streets’ WOW Walk-to-School 

Challenge in April 2024, and this behaviour change initiative has had a sustained positive 

impact, with walk-all-the-way journeys to school up 13.5 percentage points and all-the-

way car journeys to school down 28 percentage points on baseline data.  

The school is located approximately 1.5km south of Blackburn centre and 0.5km east of 

the A666. Mills Hill train station lies 1.2km to the west of the school and Blackburn train 

station 1.4km to the north. Participants explained that bus stops and bus routes around 
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the audited area were redundant, and no services ran along these routes anymore 

(specifically Pilmuir Rd / Park Lee Rd). 

The school is a three-form-entry, mixed gender, junior school, catering for approximately 

360, 7–11-year-olds with intake from Year 3 to Year 6. The standard school day 

commences at 8:40am and ends at 3:20pm. Pupils and parents use a single pedestrian 

access point to enter/exit the school (as indicated in Image A) 

A month prior to the audit, on the 13th May 2025, a fatal collision occurred on Pilmuir 

Road, Blackburn, between a pedestrian and a vehicle, which has had a profound impact 

on the school the local community. 

The extended area around the audited route has recently undergone a full treatment of 

renewing and refreshing road markings, lineage, and roundabouts, with most work 

complete with the exception of the Laxey Rd / Manxman Rd roundabout, which was in 

progress at the time of the audit.  

Cycling and walking improvements as identified through Blackburn with Dawen’s LCWIP 

which are building upon the existing Weavers Wheel cycle network and the Leeds & 

Liverpool canal towpath include the development of “Priority Route 5” from Hollins Bank 

to Royal Blackburn Hospital, via Manxman Rd which passes just 400m to the south of the 

school (https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-

06/UpdatedSEBlackburnMaps-Active-travel-routes.pdf)  

Above: Image B. Manxman Rd, cycling and walking “Priority Route 5” under development.   
 

 

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/UpdatedSEBlackburnMaps-Active-travel-routes.pdf
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/UpdatedSEBlackburnMaps-Active-travel-routes.pdf
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Main issues/impacts affecting the walking environment on this route around 

Longshaw Community Junior School, Park Lee Rd, Blackburn. 

• Absence of a safe pedestrian crossing point across Park Lee Rd, increasing the 

risk of accidents involving children and parents, especially during peak times. 

• Absence of traffic calming measures (speed humps, 20mph & School Zone 

signage) around the audited route, along with broken Vehicle Activated Speed sign 

on Park Lee Rd, increasing the risk of collisions and reducing safety for 

pedestrians in a critical area. 

• At the Park Lee Rd / Pilmuir Rd junction, daily pavement parking over double 

yellow lines during school pick-up times obstructs pedestrian access and visibility. 

The excessively wide mouth of Pilmuir Rd exacerbates unsafe vehicle movements, 

while the absence of tactile paving and flush dropped kerbs across Pilmuir Rd 

compromises accessibility. 

Other issues affecting the walking environment:  

• Pedestrian footways are very narrow (especially on Pilmuir Rd) — impassable for 

double buggies or when pedestrians pass — further restricted by vegetation 

encroachment from adjacent properties and access impeded by steps. These 

issues forces pedestrians to walk on the carriageway creating serious safety risks. 

• Footway surfaces with uneven paving (Park Lee Rd), cracked tarmac (Pilmuir Rd) 

and roots causing pavement uplift (Laxey Rd), presenting trip hazards and 

obstacles. 

• Reports of anti-social behaviour and suspected drug dealing at a property close to 

the school, presenting safeguarding concerns. 

Key recommendations include  

• Installation of a pedestrian crossing on Park Lee Rd to provide a safe crossing 

point for children and parents, particularly during peak school times. 

• Introduction of traffic calming measures, including 20mph speed limits, school 

zone signage, and repair of the Vehicle Activated Speed sign to reduce vehicle 

speeds and improve pedestrian safety. 

• Redesign the Park Lee Rd / Pilmuir Rd junction to narrow the carriageway, prevent 

pavement parking with physical deterrents, and improve accessibility with tactile 

paving and flush dropped kerbs. 

• Upgrade and maintain pedestrian footways by widening paths where feasible, 

removing vegetation overgrowth, repairing uneven surfaces, and addressing 

access barriers such as steps. 
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2 Survey Results 
Living Streets carried out a pre-audit parent survey to run alongside the audit process. 

The 26 responses received are summarised and provided below: 
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Note: The school does not yet have a dedicated Park & Stride location. The key 

suggestions along with walking distances have been mapped below for further 

consideration by the school for feasibility and further exploration:  
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We are Living Streets, the charity for everyday walking.  

Our mission is to achieve a better walking environment  

and inspire people to walk more. 

America House, 2 America Square, London EC3N 2LU 

T: 020 7377 4900  www.livingstreets.org.uk  @livingstreets 

Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and 

Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland). Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company 

Registration No. 5368409. 2 America Square, London EC3N 2LU.  

http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/

